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Discipleship  

Faith Day Celebrated  
 

The ALCDSB celebrated its first System Faith 

Day at the new K-Rock Centre in Kingston, 

bringing together more than 1,600 staff for 

prayer, fellowship and learning. Sister Clare 

Fitzgerald was the Keynote Speaker and 

Archbishop OôBrien presided at the Liturgy of 

the Eucharist. Feedback from participants 

included appreciation for the efforts of the 

organizing committee, saying it was ña     

wonderful day with a memorable speaker, a 

faith-filled liturgy and an overdue opportunity 

to celebrate our Catholic identity.ò Gratitude 

also was expressed ñfor the opportunity for all 

employee groups to gather and grow as   

members of a faith-based community,       

recognizing our shared value to our system.ò  

 
Catholic Education Week  
 

Events occurred throughout the week of April 

27 to May 2, culminating in a Mass at St. 

Maryôs Cathedral in Kingston. Under this 

yearôs theme, ñWe are Calledò, the week cele-

brated the unique identity and distinctive   

contributions of Catholic education. Awards  

presented at the Mass included the Archbishop 

Francis J. Spence Catholic Teacher of the 

Year Award (Carolyn May, Archbishop 

OôSullivan Catholic School, Kingston), Excel-

lence in Supporting Catholic Education 

Award ï CUPE, Support Staff and Senior 

Managers (Marion Dolan, Our Lady of Fatima 

Catholic School, Belleville), Secondary     

Student Volunteer of the Year (Sarah         

Partridge, St. Paul Catholic Secondary School, 

Trenton) and Elementary Student Volunteer of 

the Year (Jordan Elford, St. Mary Catholic 

School, Trenton).    
 

Adult Faith Formation  
 

Adult Faith Formation in the ALCDSB takes a 

variety of forms, including: 
 

By Name I Have Called You, a retreat    

program for teachers, hosted by the   

Providence Spirituality Centre in Kingston, 

is a   series of four, full day sessions; 
 

The Faith Life Liaison initiative provides 

supports for all school staff in fostering 

faith formation opportunities, including:    

a monthly newsletter, a book lending   

library, liturgical resources, retreat experi-

ences, materials for Advent and Lent and 

updates about other local opportunities for 

adult faith development; 
 

OECTA/OCSTA Additional Qualifica-

tions program for teachers continues to 

attract participants; 12 teachers completed 

Part 2 in the spring and 8 teachers       

enrolled in Part 3 in the fall; 
 

Participation in the EOCCC Mid Year  

Institute in February, a retreat experience 

for those involved with faith formation in 

their schools; 
 

Participation in the When Faith Meets 

Pedagogy conference in Toronto in     

October ï the Board has supported the 

attendance of 10 teachers and/or         

administrators. 
 

United Way  
 

Following a 2007 campaign that 

saw the Board exceed its fund-

raising goals and receive three 

achievement awards, the bar was 

raised and a goal of $45,000 was set. Schools 

enthusiastically went about raising funds 

through spirit days and a myriad of special 

events at their schools and in their communi-

ties to meet our target. St. Paul Catholic Sec-

ondary School in Trenton, below, raised funds 

and got fit, organizing a Spin-A-Thon. The 

event has raised more than $5,000 each year 

for the United Way. 

Education Foundation  
 

A summer golf tournament at Trillium Wood 

Golf Club in Belleville raised $11,600 for the 

Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic Education 

Foundation. Chair Tom Dall accepted the 

cheque on behalf of the Foundation which, 

through an Emergency Response Fund, has to 

date supported requests from students and 

their families in the amount of $18,000.  

ñThe school board can take pride in the fact 

that all funds raised from the golf tournament 

that were donated to the Foundation will help 

enrich the educational experience of our stu-

dents and give them the kind of future we all 

envision for them,ò he said. In his report on 

the past fiscal year, Chair Dall noted the other 

events which supported the Foundation,    

including the United Way campaign, the 

Archbishopôs Dinner and the Kids Helping 

Kids FUNdraiser. 
 

Catholic Character & Culture  
 

Several initiatives within the ALCDSB have 

been recognized and expanded to several 

schools. Notably among these initiatives is the 

Prayer Buddy Program. Trustee Kathy     

Turkington approached the Director of Educa-

tion about initiating this program in two King-

ston schools. Each week, students are asked if 

they have intentions for which others in the 

local parish community can pray. These inten-

tions are forwarded anonymously to parishes 

and are then included in their daily prayers. 

The Prayer Buddy program is a simple but 

powerful example of bringing the school and 

parish communities into a deeper relationship. 

The goal is to expand the program into all of 

our school and parish communities. 
 

Archbishopôs Dinner 
 

On October 27 the Algonquin and Lakeshore 

Catholic Education Foundation hosted the 

Archbishopôs Dinner, in honour of The Most 

Reverend Brendan M. OôBrien, 

Archbishop of Kingston. 
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